Annotated STATA Code/Output
SOC 4881 – Population Studies Research Practicum

DUE
April 1

INSTRUCTIONS
Complete this assignment in your group. Be sure to agree---early---on a division of labor within the group; make sure everyone has a meaningful role and has a way to learn from the assignment. It might be a good idea to meet as a group (in person or virtually) to make a plan.

Your goal is to answer your research question!  

You will use Stata to:

1. Answer the specific research questions in your paper
2. Fill in the values in the tables and figures for your paper.

For #2, see the “Tables & Figures” group assignment, and especially the spreadsheet that has templates for tables and figures. If you start by writing Stata code that produces the results you need for the tables, you should find that you have answered your research questions.  Of course, as described in the “Tables & Figures” spreadsheet, you may need to alter or supplement the table templates if they don’t answer your research questions.

Your code should be well “annotated.”  That is, you should leave lots of notes describing what each line or section of code accomplishes, how it fits into your tables, etc.  Any detail that you will forget should go in the code.  A reader of your code should be able to figure out everything you’ve done based just on the notes in your code!

Your output should also be well annotated.  That is, don’t just turn in tables or graphs.  Turn in tables and graphs that are well labeled, have titles, and/or are preceded by notes in the code that explain what they are. I should have to guess what each table or result in your output is telling me.

(The reason we annotate, by the way, is very practical. You may not come back to your analyses for months.  You don’t want to have to figure everything out from scratch.  Also, if someone ever writes to you for your code — generally so they can check or replicate your work — you’ll need to be able to send them code that is well annotated.)

You do not need to write any text for this assignment — no need to summarize what you’ve done, interpret your results, or anything like that.  For this assignment, you will just turn in your code and output.

You may certainly ask me questions!  About how to write code necessary to accomplish your objectives. About how to work with the tables or set them up more effectively about your purposes. About whether/how the analyses speak to your research questions. About what your results mean. Whatever.

GRADING
This assignment is worth 6 points. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To get full credit, (1) your code needs to be well annotated and it needs to actually produce the results in you output file and (2) your output file needs to be well annotated and produce the numbers and figures that end up in your tables. 

Everyone in the group will receive the same score unless I receive (and verify) information that some in the group deserve more/less than others in the group. In those instances, I will communicate with everyone in the group to come to a fair resolution.

Assignments turned in late will receive half credit. Assignments should be emailed to me at warre046@umn.edu.  You should turn in both (1) your Stata code as a .do file and (2) your Stata output.

